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Abstract 

Education as a teaching/learning process has among other goals, the production 
of well disciplined people who will transform the society of their age for the 
good of humanity. No wonder an educated man is said to be a disciplined mind. 
Education as agent of societal transformation in the 21st century that requires 
the use of Information and Communication Technologies in the learning 
process bearing in mind the secondary school level of education, poses a moral 
question. This is so in realization of the unprecedented explosion of 
Technologies such as internet, handsets that provide unlimited access to 
programmes and knowledge that cannot be censored, which can spur the 
secondary school students into acts of indiscipline. Yet education in its bid to 
transform the society cannot ignore the relevance of these technologies. The 
question therefore, is-who will bell the cat? At this cross-road, the paper is 
focused on the following thrusts: conceptualization of terms; Secondary 
School, indiscipline, and teacher, the roles of teachers in preventing 
indiscipline among secondary school students, Barriers to teachers in 
preventing indiscipline among the students. 
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 The Nigerian Secondary Schools have been bedeviled by untold acts of 
indiscipline among the Pupils. The situation which has dealt with the intellectual and 
moral qualities of their products is seriously frowned at by education stake holders. 
Unfortunately, the 21st century has continued to record increasing rate of Pupils 
misconducts especially in the case of examination malpractice that is greatly aided by 
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information and communication Technologies (ICTs).  Technology according to Scoter 
(2001) is a tool that can provide another way for children to learn and make sense of 
their world. This implies that Information and Communication Technology as a tool for 
teaching and learning requires not only the manipulation of a teacher but the one that is 
I.C.T Compliance. Ofodu (2007) refers to I.C.T as electronic or computer devices, 
assisted by human and interactive materials that can be used for a wide range of teaching 
and learning as well as for personal use. The involvement of Pupils in secret cults 
activities, loitering, sagging and others alike have undermined the teachers efforts in 
achieving qualitative education. Indeed, indiscipline is a parameter for measuring 
organizational failure. What happens in the school where every school child behaves the 
way he/she likes? There will be confusion and the school’s setting will automatically fail 
to realize her set objectives. 
 Regrettably, Ololube (2006) affirmed that many Nigerian teachers are unable to 
find effective ways to use technology in their classrooms or any other aspect of their 
teaching and learning life. This is likely to compound child indiscipline in school if 
nothing is done. 
 
Secondary School 

Secondary School education has been described as all types of formal education 
generally grammar, technical, vocational and trade, teacher training etc given to people 
immediately after their Primary School. It is a sensitive level of our educational system 
as it ensures the internalization of learned experiences of those that have left primary 
education as well as prepare them adequately for the more challenging tertiary 
education. This is to say that secondary education builds on the basic literacy, numeracy 
and functional knowledge acquired at the primary school level of education and also 
offers people opportunity to acquire advanced and specialized knowledge and skills 
require for further education. It is a bridge between the primary and tertiary form of 
education. As Nwoke and Nwaobia (2008) reasoned, it is the junction where all the 
boulevards of higher education take off and primary school leavers must pass through to 
become useful to themselves and the society. 
 In recognition of the key roles secondary school plays in the education of the 
pupils, Federal Republic of Nigeria (2008) stated the two broad goals of secondary 
education as the preparation of the individual for; 
1. Useful living within the society. 
2. Higher/Tertiary education. 
Furthermore, Federal Republic of Nigeria prescribed the laudable objectives of 
secondary school in the following ways: 
1. Equipping children to live effectively in our modern age of science and 
Technology. 
2. Developing and projecting Nigeria Arts and Culture as well as the World 
Cultural heritage. 
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3. Fostering Nigerian Unity by emphasizing on the common ties that unite us. 
4. Inspiring children with the desire for achievement and self improvement both at 
school and life after school. 
5. Providing diversified curriculum to take care of differences in talents and 
opportunities among students for the roles they may play in the society after the 
secondary school education. 
6. Raising a generation of people that are mentally and morally functional, who 
respect the views of others and dignity of labour and also live as good citizens.  
It is not out of place to state that the relevance of Nigerian Secondary Schools on the 
basis of the above objectives is gradually eroded having been infested with all forms of 
student’s malpractices and rebellion against school rules. 
 
Indiscipline 

As Advanced Oxford Dictionary puts it, indiscipline is simply absence of 
discipline. This simplistic way of explaining the term perhaps is rooted in the 
understanding of discipline to mean appropriate behavior and attitudes which manifest 
in self control, obedience to constituted authority and respect for rules. On this basis 
therefore, indiscipline can be considered as acts of rebellion and other forms of 
misconducts by people conditioned by the reality of their socio-political environment 
and inexperience in life. They are manifest behaviours of persons which the society 
disapproves and qualifies those that emit such behaviours as irresponsible people. The 
negative label identifiable with such people both at school and in the society at large 
usually attracts less or no respect to them in a deep moral/ethical and law conscious 
society. Institutions and responsible persons within such society reflect similar attitude 
towards them hence Nigerian Secondary School System must follow suit to justify its 
glorious status as the pivot of our educational system. 
 
Forms of Student Indiscipline in Nigerian Secondary Schools: 
 Attitudes and behaviours among secondary school students classified as acts of 
indiscipline are numerous. In this paper, it is most important to classify indiscipline 
under the following for easy understanding among the various classes of people who 
may find time to read this work. 
 
Indiscipline relating to disregard of school authorities; rules and regulations 

Here, the authorities in Nigerian Secondary School are limited to the school 
head/principal, teachers, other staff of the school and school functionaries. The 
collaborative rational efforts of these authorities irrespective of their status in the context 
of existing school rules promote a conducive environment for teaching and learning 
process. Unfortunately, some secondary school students unavoidably work contrary to 
the interest of the school authorities, rules and regulations. Some of their behaviours that 
show case disregard of authorities include incidence such as; rudeness to the Principal, 
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teachers and school functionaries. They use abusive language on them. School 
authorities suffer regularly magnitude of insults from school children. Some of them 
experience physical and occasional harm orchestrated by mischievous students. Some 
students find it funny to disobey one school rule or the other. They wear wrong school 
uniforms, jump over the school fence, leave school before the closure time, come to 
school late or extort students etc. 
 
Indiscipline relating to habits of the Students 

Some Secondary School students have been found to be exhibiting attitudes that 
contradict the school code of conducts. They are addicted to behaviours that run contrary 
to expected conducts of good students. They find it difficult to amend their bad ways of 
life. Some of their habitual negative life styles are lying, truancy; chewing gum in the 
class, stealing, cheating in an examination, smoking, noise making; ill treatment of the 
junior students etc. These habits are seriously condemned by the school authorities. 
 
Indiscipline relating to Collective Misconducts: 

Fundamental human right of freedom of expression and peaceful protest 
accorded to citizens of Nigeria are not eschewed to the Secondary School students. As 
citizens, the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria guarantees them of the 
enjoyment of such human rights. 

However, it is the abuse of such rights by some of them that is condemnable. 
There are occasions when some students take laws into their hands by ways of engaging 
in riots, gansterism, mob actions against the school authorities or the fellow students. It 
is no more news that cultism has permeated the secondary school environment. Students 
now form groups and occasionally take up arms against their assumed oppositions to the 
dismay of school authorities. This agrees with Osaghae (2002) report that boys in higher 
classes in Nigeria secondary school have taken to secret cults in quest for satisfaction 
since they cannot benefit academically. 
 Some times, the school authorities are their victims. The uncherished student’s 
attitudes in this digital age of higher academic challenges are worrisome to both 
government and individuals that consider functional education a worthwhile value for 
the societal transformation. Any level of our educational system characterized by 
sporadic students indiscipline cannot fulfill the purposes for which is being established. 
 
Teacher 

At the nexus of any effective teaching/learning approach is a creative and 
adaptable professional that can develop the mind and intellect. That is of-course, the 
teacher. He is a powerful force that can affect the quality of the school and students in 
all the ages of time. Ukeje (1992) describes a teacher as person that had undergone 
approved professional training in education at appropriate levels and capable of 
imparting knowledge, attitude and skills to learners. However, a teacher as a 
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professional should impart worthwhile skills and knowledge he had learnt and 
internalized overtime to the learners. It is in this dimension that he can be seen as a 
potent factor that can transform the individuals that come in contact with him in a 
learning process. Moreover, a teacher must possess among other qualifies; intellectual 
competency and moral soundness in order to fit into the teaching profession and be able 
to manage both educational facilities and learners. It is very unfortunate that our 
secondary school teachers are yet to apply competently the I.C.T devices in the teaching 
learning process. This has created a wide vacuum between students active study period 
and their leisure time. Hence they do not feel challenged by the teachers to study 
reasonably through I.C.T than they use it for unnecessary leisure satisfaction such as 
watching pornography. As the saying goes, an idle mind is the devils workshop and also 
its instrument. Abiogu (2007) commented that Nigerian teachers of today occasionally 
succeed, but often fail not because they enjoy the odium of failure but because they can 
only teach what they know and with materials available to them. 
 
The Role of the Teacher in preventing students Indiscipline in School 
 The responsibilities of a teacher are quite extensive but here emphasis is on his 
three dimensional roles which are expected to register positive impacts on the students 
behaviours. These are: 
1. Supervision of Instruction: 
The teacher as a facilitator of learning is required to guide a group of learner in 
academic activities to ensure that the aims and objectives of the curriculum, lesson units 
and plans are achieved at any point in time. He motivates the students realizing that 
motivation is a function of instructional supervision. This is necessary to help reduce 
students frustration in a learning process. The teacher should keep his eyes on the 
students; monitor them as they do their assignments which require I.C.T application for 
their solutions. He must make himself available to them to impart necessary I.C.T skills 
needed for their assignments to be reasonably attended. Note that the extent the teacher 
is computer compliance will determine the degree of success he will make in carrying 
out this function. This is more so because he should be ready intellectually and 
otherwise to ensure that the students do the right thing at the right time. This role poses a 
problem to the teacher as no one can give what he/she has not got. 
2. Role Model: 
There are approved behaviours that are worthy of emulation and expected of a 
professional teacher. This is important to note as teachers character within and outside 
the school can generate behaviour disorder among the students to the extent they can 
transform them positively. Some teacher’s attitudes such as display of insensitivity to 
the students problems, use of inappropriate instructional method, undue familiarity with 
the students, moral laxity; lack of interest in academics and indecent dressing must be 
avoided. Student can readily copy behaviours that are repeatedly emitted by the teacher 
who they see as their significant model. The efforts of the teacher in his regular 
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classroom interactions with them, to demonstrate responsible attitudes will eclipse the 
tendency in the students to showcase mischievous characters in their school life time and 
even beyond. The more the teachers attitudes contradict with most of the societal 
approved values students observe through I.C.T devices, the less influence those values 
will have over them. Teachers are mirrors through which students view the society. 
They have to be cautious of what they do before students. It is certain that some student 
more choose the teacher as their model hence the teacher must stand out among others 
as good personality.  
3. Guidance and Counselor: 
Given the age and level of experience of Secondary School students mostly in the 21st 
century notable of increasing quagmire of youth restiveness, our students are really in 
need of guardian and counseling services of a teacher. Although there are professionals 
in this regard found in our schools, they may still be few to render effective services 
required of them for the well being of the students. It is such understanding that makes 
the teacher’s role as a guardian and counselor a necessity. 
There is a link between student’s academic failure and misbehaviours in the school. It 
has been observed that students who are academically frustrated are driven to achieve 
recognition by means of showing physical strength as compensation. Such has led many 
of them to join secret cults and bad groups. Of-course they find cheap solace in any such 
groups which could have been avoided through effective guidance and counseling 
services. The teachers in this era no doubt are more than ever challenged to render 
guidance and counseling responsibilities to our students to save them from the claws of 
indiscipline. Students must be guided in making sound moral and ethical choices in 
everything they do irrespective of the environment they may find themselves. 
 
Barriers to Teacher in Preventing Indiscipline among students 
Four prominent obstacles are notable for preventing the teacher from instilling discipline 
in the students. 
They are: 
1. Lack of Motivation:  As Durosaro (2006) observed, the low status accorded to 
teachers in the state does not encourage students to be trained as teachers. This has 
negative influence on the motivation of teachers towards ensuring the students discipline 
in school. Motivation being the act of encouraging acceptable emitted behaviours to 
reoccur and the discouragement of the reoccurrence of unacceptable conducts has 
serious impact on the teacher’s attitude towards the discipline of students at school. 
Regrettably, it seems that education laws in this era of globalization are students 
protective than the teacher especially when the teacher as agent of instilling students 
discipline is juxtaposed with education law on right of academic freedom of students. 
This is more so because right of academic freedom extends to the students right of 
access to learning devices such as lap top and handsets. The teacher finds himself in a 
tight corner in preventing the students from abusing the use of such learning devices. In 
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a similar way, the education law that obliges the teacher to obtain permission from the 
head teacher before carrying out corporal punishment on recalcitrant student makes the 
teacher to feel that he is playing second fiddle to the Principal. Again what if the 
teacher’s attempt to obtain permission from the school head in order to punish the 
students fails to yield positive outcome because the head teacher was saddled with office 
pressure or away and the student deserve immediate punishment for the offence he 
committed. Eventually, the student may escape being punished. In such situation, the 
teachers may be looked down upon by the student and even others. Indeed, he will be 
demoralized when school manager is instrumental to his not punishing a student he was 
convinced that committed an offence. Such an experience does not reinforce the 
teacher’s cherished behaviour towards ensuring that students have good conducts. 
2. Parental Influence and quest for Materialism among School Managers. 
It is embarrassing to hear how a teacher that punishes a student for an obvious offence 
he committed is being rudely addressed, harassed and threatened by wealthy and 
unmannered parents. Worse still is when the teacher realizes that school authority 
encourages actions of such uncultured parents by its failure to caution them for the 
embarrassment meted on the teacher. Unfortunately, some school managers especially 
among the private school owners will boldly warn their teachers not to scare their 
students away by punishing them. To them, this is the best strategy to promote students 
population growth in their schools which is easily translated to financial profit in terms 
of school fees and other fees payable by the students parents. Some school managers 
assume increase in students population and profiteering as the major goals of 
establishing schools. If you were a teacher or student in such schools where student’s 
unlimited freedom overrides the goal of school production of students with good 
character and high intellectual acumen, how will you feel? As a teacher, you may wish 
to play safe by overlooking student’s misconducts and retain your job and perfect your 
acts of indiscipline in the school as a student. 
3. Influence of Information and Communication Technology: 
The need for discipline among school Pupils cannot be swept under the carpet in this 
period of rapid socio-economic and technological change. Teacher efforts to prevent 
student indiscipline that is bedeviling our secondary schools are often ridiculed by the 
cheap access I.C.Ts offer to students certain packages/programmes that are not 
discipline centered. This idea contradicts Scoter (2001) notion about technology as a 
tool that can provide another way for children to learn and make sense of their world. 
According to Mikre (2011) online gaming, face book, chat rooms and other 
communication channels are perceived draw backs of I.C.T utilization in education. Of-
course, such factors constitute sources of distractions that easily mislead the school 
children to acts of indiscipline. 
4. Teacher’s Factor: 
Technophobia among the teachers has impeded the proper use of mobile phones and lap 
tops by the students at school and at home. The fear of manipulating ICT devices has led 
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to some teacher’s inability to have sound knowledge and skills for proper use of I.C.T in 
teaching/learning process. This in turn has led to the diversion of the instrument by 
school children towards negative attractions; such interests as using the internet and 
handsets to watch pornography and engage most of their time in chatting and 
communicating other forms of immoralities even in the classroom. This is more so 
because the teacher has failed to lead by good example. He has been unable to challenge 
the students enough on how to solve academic problems with the use of I.C.Ts in his 
classroom interactions with them. Until teachers are at large I.C.T compliance in this age 
of globalization, what Rafferty (1999) envisaged that the teacher is becoming a coach, 
encouraging children to generate questions and discover the underlying facts, concept 
and relationship, will not be accomplished. Therefore, teachers must improve on their 
I.C.Ts skills and knowledge to be able to assist the students properly in their quest to 
find relevant information they may be in need of or regrettably let them loose to all 
forms of indiscipline at school. 
 
Conclusion 
 The teachers factor in the production of well behaved secondary school students 
is an imperative. Information and communication technologies as learning devices in the 
hands of students poses as double edge axe in respect of behaviour moulding especially 
where teachers are grossly incompetent in its utilization in the execution of classroom 
instructions. Worse still is where the teachers are morally porous. The 21st century is 
therefore not students mischievous incarnate by means of its I.C.Ts availability than the 
students and most unfortunately teachers poor approach towards the use of such gifts of 
the century in teaching/learning process. 
 
Recommendations 
 Teachers will contribute immensely to the drastic reduction of indiscipline 
among secondary School students in Nigeria in the 21st century if the following 
recommendations are adhered to and sustained. 
Government should imperatively provide for teachers compulsory cost free I.C.Ts skill 
development schemes. This will help to equip them with I.C.Ts skills and discourage 
their poor attitude towards proper use of the devices in teaching learning process. 
Invariably, this will impart favourably on students behaviour. 
 Teachers should appreciate the importance of I.C.Ts as the most functional 
instruction devices in this era and inculcate similar value in the students to help improve 
students positive sense of reasoning as well as boost their ability to make right choices 
in their study moments while they make use of I.C.Ts. 
 Government should enact education laws that will deter the possession of I.C.Ts 
devices in school by students except with the authorization of the school. In which case, 
the need for the devices must be clearly stated and the students monitored/supervised by 
the teaching staff. Appropriate punishment for contrary use of any I.C.Ts devices 
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whether it is capable of stimulating or promoting indiscipline among students in school 
or not must also be specified. 
 Teachers should regularly appeal to parents to co-operate with the school in 
moulding their children’s behaviour through moderation, monitoring and supervision of 
their interactions with I.C.Ts at home and communicate the school their findings. 
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